"She stood on the side of the road,
A damsel queen... so pretty to see
Her hair swayed in the mild air.."

"Words flow when there is an emotional exuberance or a mental tightening. What ever the feel,
My love is poetry and it’s the mirror | look myself at", the poet says.

Let’s find more about this talented writer-turned-banker:

Winnie J Panicker
Canara Bank
Gobichettipalayam Branch

This young talent is a native of Thiruvananthapuram born to Shri Sasidharan A, who worked in
Saudi Arabia, and Smt. B Jagadamma. As she was much younger than her two sisters and
brother, she stayed with her parents in Dammam while her siblings spent their childhood in
Kerala.

As the family stayed in Saudi Arabia, she spent her schooling till 10th grade at the International
Indian School Dammam Saudi Arabia. She missed her home, sisters, brother and grand parents
with whom she couldn’t spend time. She wrote poems instead.. about old age and nature.

Then she came to Thiruvananthapuram and went to Saraswathi Vidyalaya to complete 11th and
12th grades. Following her passion to write, she went on to do Degree in Mass Communication
from Mar Ivanios College, Nalanchira and completed Post Graduation in Communication from
Christ University, Bangalore. All these years from her 11th grade, against her longingness to stay
at her home, she tasted the loneliness of hostel-life.. and again she wrote, about loneliness and
infatuations.

She got selected in Canara Bank as a Probationary Officer on 21.07.2014 and joined its
Kazhakuttom branch and got to work in and around Thiruvananthapuram. She has worked in
five different branches so far and got promoted to Scale Il in the year 2020 and got transferred
to Gobichettipalayam.

Poetry found her at the age of 13. She was in the 7th grade and her father introduced her to the
world of words through the site poetry.com. In the beginning, she scribbled just for fun. It took
her a while to realise that poetry was a medium to express herself, to shout out her thoughts
and feelings to the world.. and she frequently penned her thoughts in the website.

She kept on writing, triggered by her own train of thoughts and words and by her 10th grade,
had a set of poems with her which she felt she could publish. She approached her ever helping
father who contacted the publishers.

Thus came into reality her first book, ‘Loveliness of Dawn’, a collection of 33 poems by her, in
2004 when she was in her 11th grade. And the foreword to this book was written by none other
than late Dr. Ayyappa Paniker.



She filled her book with all kinds of topics — war, nature, colours, childhood, old age and love..
there rarely is an idea she has not picked! She used her words to react.. to respond to the world
happenings. She mixes emotions with nature and colours and her poems are in the style of
prose. They don’t follow a rhyme or pattern but only her train of thoughts.

She proudly notes how encouraging her parents have been in moulding her into a poet. They
stood strong by her side, inspiring her to write more. Her friends and teachers have also been
great help in improving her writing skills. She has friends who critique her poems and comment
on how she may write better.

She feels that she should be the voice of the voiceless.. defending the common man, the
downtrodden, their rights and freedom. She has written some poems on social issues like
prostitution, war, corruption and so on. Her poem, “Filthy Roads" is about the tragic lives of
some unfortunate women in the Red streets. “Broken Dreams and Hopes”, on the other hand, is
about war. It is about the despair of a father and mother who lost their only child in war.

Winnie feels that the greatest challenge for a writer is to be able to meet the expectations of
the reader. This makes her to strive towards writing her best. She is also experimenting on
fusion writing.. a novel idea like the fusion dance or music.. with a mix of colours, love, passion,
music and thoughts.

Her discipline is evident from the way she arranges the various ideas for a poem she plans to
write. She does not leave her poems half way. Once she starts writing, she makes sure she
completes it and doesn’t keep the poem for later corrections. Though there wouldn’t be clarity
of the direction a poem might take as she starts it, by the end she gets the perfect words
flowing.

One of her first poem, “Loveliness of Dawn" received the Editor’s Choice Award from the
International Library of Poetry, USA in the year 2001. Her second book, “Flowers on the violin"
was released in 2009 with a forward by Dr. M. Leelavathy. And she received Bluemango Book
Best Students Poet Award in 2009 with a prize money of Rs. One Lakh for the Poem “Flowers on
the Violin”.

She says she enjoys each poem as she writes it.. and that itself makes it enjoyable to the readers
as well. Winnie describes how she could hear the magical music of the innocent blind man’s
violin, see the flower seller with her swaying hair and feel the welling melancholy as she wrote
the poem. The link of the same is given here, a mesmerising poem without doubt..

The growth of the poet and change in her thoughts and perspectives are evident in the two
books where we find similar topics treated very differently.

Winnie treasures the personal letter of appreciation sent to her by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam after
reading her first collection of poems, “Loveliness of Dawn". She also beams as she reverently
mentions that her poetry audio album was released by Shri S P Balasubramaniam in the year
2010.

Winnie has a blogspot where she collects her poems.



The link to this is : http://www.winniejpanicker.blogspot.com.

Winnie has grown another passion after joining our Talented Bankers group. That is drawing and
painting.

Winnie's husband, Abhijith R works in a private firm and they are blessed with a baby angel who
brightens up their day everyday, Tanvi Abhijith, who is just 2 and a half years old.

Winnie feels that a poet should be responsible and keep up to the expectations of the readers..
and to quote Robert Frost, “miles to go before | sleep.. miles to go before | sleep..”

Yes indeed, we at Talented bankers whole heartedly wish that each such mile be twinkling with
the many insightful poems that her pen writes..

Original article in English by: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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